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faculty appointed in 1873, of whom two — Dr. 
Tuttle, of Virginia, and Dr. MendenhalL of 
Ravenna — now survive. 

The temporary officers of the American As- 
sociation of Clinical Psychologists have deemed 
it advisable to hold the annual meeting 
scheduled for December, 1918. The temporary 
officers of the association are as follows : Chair- 
man, J. E. Wallace "Wallin; Secretary; -Leta 
S. Hollingworth; Committee on Constitution, 
Leta S. Hollingworth, David Mitchell and 
Francis N". Maxfield; Committe on nomina- 
tion of officers and new members, Eudolf Pint- 
ner, Helen Thompson Woolley and H. H. 
Goddard. 

During the past summer, the Gail Borden 
collection of minerals, belonging to Occidental 
College, Los Angeles, which had been loaned 
to the mining exhibit at the San Diego Pair, 
has been rearranged and placed in a better 
position for study. This collection containing 
some of the finest mineral specimens on ex- 
hibition in southern California, became the 
property of the college some years ago and 
forms the nucleus around which its mineralog- 
ical collections are grouped. Additions to 
these by gift and purchase have been made 
from time to time so that to-day the collection 
has representative series of most of the eco- 
nomically valuable minerals, especially those 
of the west. The collection is open to the 
public and facilities for study of the specimens 
will be extended to visiting mineralogists. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NEWS 

A step of much importance to Utah was 
taken by the Board of Trustees of the Utah 
Agricultural College on December 2, when 
they formally established an Agricultural En- 
gineering Experiment Station as an integral 
part of that institution. Under the plan of 
organization there will be five experimental 
divisions of the new station under the follow- 
ing personnel: 

Irrigation and Drainage: Dr. P. 8. Harris and 
Professor O. W. Israelsen. 



Roads: Professor Wm. Peterson and Bay B. 
West. 

Parm Machinery and Transportation: Professor 
L. B. Humphreys. 

Manufacture of Agricultural Products: Dr. M. 
C. Merrill and Professor J. 0. Thomas. 

Bural Architecture and Buildings: Professor B. 
B. West. 

The governing board of the Sheffield Scien- 
tific School, Yale University, has decided, 
without a dissenting vote, to recommend the 
establishment of a four-year course in place 
of the present three-year course. 

Dean E. A. Birge, professor of zoology, will 
continue to act as president of the University 
of Wisconsin until a successor is elected to the 
late President C. R. Van Hise. 

Dr. Horace D. Arnold has been appointed 
director of the Harvard Graduate School of 
Medicine; Alexander S. Begg, dean, and 
Charles L. Scudder, acting dean. The other 
members of the administrative board chosen 
are: Drs. David L. Edsall, George G. Sears, 
Algernon Coolidge, Ernest E. Tyzzer and 
Francis W. Peabody. 

Professor C. A. Wright, of the Iowa State 
College, has been appointed professor of elec- 
trical engineering, in the College of Engineer- 
ing at Ohio State University. 



DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 

A LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

To the Editor of Science : Allow me to call 
the attention of your readers to the statement 
below, regarding a League of Nations. 

Until a month ago the best that we could do 
was to "win the war." Eow that the war is 
won, let us remember that it has been won for 
peace; and let us therefore do our utmost to 
prevent the recurrence of anything so utterly 
wasteful, so inanely unscientific as warfare 
as a means of settling international disputes. 
Is it not indeed unthinkable that we should 
again attempt to settle differences by a method, 
in which the demonstration of rightfulness 
consists so largely in discovering which nation 
or group of nations can kill or starve the great- 
est number of its opponents, and in which the 
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discoveries of science are reduced to their 
most cruel and malevolent application. 

While we may not be able to specify the 
ways in which a League of Nations shall act 
to maintain peace, let us at least impress upon 
our government the essential importance of 
reaching the best possible understanding with 
other nations as a means of preventing future 
wars — in other words, the importance of form- 
ing the best attainable League of Nations for 
the maintenance of peace. We can not im- 
press the government to this end in any way 
better than the truly democratic way of peti- 
tioning. 

The precise form that a petition in favor 
of a League of Nations may take is of second- 
ary importance, but it is of prime importance 
that the great body of public opinion which is 
so strongly in favor of permanent peace should 
make itself known to the government, and 
thus strengthen the purpose of those public 
servants who have this great end in view. 

Let me note that six or more members of the 
National Academy, present at the Baltimore 
meeting, being officers in the Army and Navy, 
refrained from signing the following state- 
ment, because officers are not allowed to take 
part in such matters. 

W. M. Davis 

Cambridge, Mass., 
December 3, 1918 

The undersigned members of the National 
Academy of Sciences, meeting in Baltimore, 
November 18, 1918, having petitioned the 
Congress of the United States to take action, 
in consultation with the governments of many 
other countries, toward the formation at as 
early a date as possible of a League of Nations 
for the maintenance of peace, hereby urge the 
members of other learned societies in the 
United States to do likewise. 

Charles D. Walcott, Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, Washington, D. C. 

Arthur Gordon Webster, Clark University, 
Worcester, Mass. 

H. S. Jennings, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 



Douglas H. Campbell, Stanford University, ' 
California. 

Victor 0. Vaughan, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Joseph P. Iddings, U. S. Geological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

Waldemar Lindgren, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 

John M. Clarke, State Museum, Albany, 
N. Y. 

Whitman Cross, U. S. Geological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

John J. Abel, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 

W. M. Davis, Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Edwin G. Conklin, Princeton University, 
Princeton, N. J. 

Walter Jones, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 

W. S. Halsted, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 

G. A. Bliss, University of Chicago, Chicago, 
111. 

Henry M. Howe, National Besearch Coun- 
cil, Washington, D. C. 

P. L. Eansome, U. S. Geological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 

Ernest F. Nichols, Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn. 

W. H. Howell, Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. 

EXPERIMENTAL OSMOSIS WITH A LIVING 
MEMBRANE 1 

It was after an early killing frost some years 
ago that I cut down the dahlias before the sun 
could make effective its warmth of the early 
day. As the sickle passed through one of the 
large stems, water flowed out of the chamber 
between two nodes. A somewhat closer inspec- 
tion revealed that fully half of the large cham- 
ber had been filled with water and that part of 
it had developed into long acieular crystals of 
ice. I was reminded of the advice given by an 
expert in dahlia culture, namely that, when 
the flowering period began, the plants should 
be given all the water they could stand. Ap- 
. i A personal communication to a former student. 



